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‣ Students participating in high-impact practices 
also evidence higher scores on deep approaches 
to learning, even with statistical controls for a 
range of student and institutional differences 
(NSSE, 2012).  
‣ Deep approaches to learning use strategies such 
as reading widely, combining a variety of 
resources, discussion of ideas with others, 
reflecting on how individual pieces of information 
relate to larger constructs or patterns, and 
applying knowledge in real world situation (Nelson 
Laird, et al. 2008). 
 
 
 ‣3 ways writing currently manifests as 
institutional initiatives to improve learning: 
1. Writing-across-the-curriculum (WAC) 
2. Writing-intensive-courses (WIC) 
3. Writing-in-the-disciplines (WID) 
‣It has long been endorsed that  
student writing positively  
impacts student learning and  
development 
• Theoretical claims 











WHAT HAVE YOUR EXPERIENCES 
BEEN  WITH EFFECTIVE  
(AND PERHAPS NOT-SO-EFFECTIVE) 
WRITING PRACTICES? 
Participants discuss 
designing an effective writing 











 What is NSSE?  
‣ National Survey of Student Engagement 
• Annual spring survey to first-year students and 
seniors at baccalaureate-granting institutions  
• About 650 institutions participate annually 
• Mostly U.S. and Canadian institutions 
• Assesses exposure to and participation in effective 
educational practices 
Goal: To query undergraduates directly about their 
educational experiences 
 




            Instruments  
What is FSSE?  
‣ Faculty Survey of Student Engagement  
• Annual spring survey of faculty members 
• ~150 institutions participate each year 
• Assesses faculty perceptions and encouragement of 
student engagement 
Goal: To provide additional information for the 






Experiences with Writing Module 
Module items grouped into three 
scales 
‣ Interactive Writing Activities 
‣ Meaning-Making Writing Tasks 




Purpose: To examine faculty perceptions of writing 
practices and their relationship to select Engagement 
Indicators. 
‣ What are faculty perceptions and expectations of 
undergraduate student engagement? 
‣ To what extent do faculty promote student learning 
through writing?   
‣ What is the relationship between faculty use of writing 
and student engagement? 
 
2013-2014 Writing Module Participants 
121 Institutions, n= 75,986 students 
2013-2014 Writing Module Participants 














































Meaning-Making Writing Tasks 





































Meaning-Making Writing Tasks 





































Meaning-Making Writing Tasks 





































Meaning-Making Writing Tasks 





































Interactive Writing Processes 





































Clear Writing Expectations 





















 ‣ For both seniors and faculty, those who utilized effective writing activities the most 
scored substantially higher on the Engagement Indicators than those who utilized 
them the least 
For faculty: 
‣ Faculty use of effective writing practices are positively related to their emphases on 
deep learning activities, collaborative learning, and interactions with students 
‣ Interactive writing activities are more positively associated with collaborative learning 
(as expected) and also with student-faculty interactions 
‣ Meaning-making tasks are positively associated with all the engagement scales, but 
most strongly with deep approaches to learning (higher-order learning and reflective 
& integrative learning) 
‣ Clear writing expectations had the weakest associations with the engagement 
indicators, perhaps because there was less variance among faculty (most faculty 








‣ How would you use these results to help faculty 
improve writing activities?  
‣ Examples of ways faculty promote writing 
activities and tasks?  
‣ Other reflections? 
Thank You for Joining Our Session! 
For more, contact us by: 
• Email: nsse@indiana.edu  
• Web site: nsse.iub.edu  
• Telephone: (812) 856-5824 
• Visit us at the POD 
Resource Fair 
For a copy of the slides… 
• Email Cindy Cogswell at 
cahonen@indiana.edu  
